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SPRING 2016 HONORS COURSES 
Please note: this information is subject to change. 

 
General Education Courses:  
 
ENC 1143: (H) Heroism 
Professor Workman 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 10:50-12:05 
CRN: 13045 
What it counts for: ENC1143/Written Communications/GR Eng 
 
Using Joseph Campbell’s now classic work Hero With a Thousand Faces as a starting point (but not 
the definitive word on) the traditional journey of the hero and heroine, we will consider the nature 
and values of heroism in a number of ages from ancient Greece to the present.  Our texts will be 
primarily literary, but consideration will also be given to historical and contemporary figures 
including those who have aspired to be heroic but who may or may not have measured up (such as 
would-be messianic or political leaders).  Analyses of heroism will provide the basis for frequent 
writing assignments focused on critical judgment and effective, eloquent expression. 
 
 
ENC 1143: (H) Life Stories, Real and Imagined 
Professor Workman 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 1:40-2:55 
CRN: 13046 
What it counts for: ENC1143/Written Communications/GR Eng 
 
Everyone constructs stories about his or her life, real and concocted.  Indeed, it is reasonable to 
claim that our lives are as much constituted by such narratives as they are by experience itself.  In 
this course we will examine a range of autobiographies, biographies, and novels, with special 
attention to those that blur the boundary between the real and the fictive, and all focused on 
various stages of the life cycle, from its earliest moments to its last (that is, impending death), and 
in a variety of contexts and circumstances, from the joyful and affirmative to the demonic and 
destructive.   Engagement with these texts will provide the basis for the development of critical 
judgment and effective, eloquent expression. 
 
 
ENC 1143: (H) Reading in the Real World 
Professor Jones 
Time: Wednesday, 12:00-2:45 
CRN: 12754 
What it counts for: ENC1143/Written Communications/GR Eng 
 
Enroll in a course you will enjoy & remember for the rest of your life! Roughly half of the course will 
take place 15 minutes from UNF at Woodland Acres Elementary School, where most of the children 
live below the poverty level, to help the most successful 5th graders with their reading. The other 
component of the course will focus upon helping you think through or prepare for what you want to 
do after college. Both features explore the question: does reading matter? Past students have raved 
about the course: 100% of those taking it last spring recommended any major take the course. Here 
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are two representative comments: "This class is fun and we are making a difference. These children 
are extraordinary—it is an amazing experience. The things I have gained will affect me for years 
after this.” And one more: “This honestly has been the most rewarding class I've ever taken. Take 
this class: you will learn so much you never expected to learn––about reading, about others, and 
about yourself.” The Wednesday 12-2:45 time block allows you to take a class before or after (it 
includes transportation time to and from the school, time to work together and with “your reading 
buddy.  Please contact Dr. Jones at mjones@unf for more information. The reading will focus on 
what the kids have been reading this year as well as an interdisciplinary range of short articles on 
reading, society, and poverty.  The writing will emphasize writing as an act of discovery; you will be 
drafting work for your term long assessment of whether and how reading matters. 
 
 
ENC 3250: (H) Professional Communications   
Professor Beasley 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 3:00-4:15 
CRN: 12764 
What it counts for: ENC 1101 or “Choose 1” Gen Ed English 
 
In one of the earliest research studies regarding writing in the workplace, Tebeaux (1988) 
concluded that one of the reasons for poor writing on the job was writing well in college. Writing 
well in school often means conformity to prescriptive rules and adherence to prescribed patterns of 
arrangement, while writing well on the job often means being able to flexibly adapt to writing 
situations that have never been encountered before. Students completing this course will be able to 
navigate workplace writing contexts, including ethical composing and working effectively in groups 
to solve rhetorical problems. Students will achieve these goals through case study research of 
failures in organizational communication both here in the US and in many international contexts 
which carry different, even opposing values of communication. Students will complete a final field 
project utilizing innovative augmented reality technologies to synthesize theories of organizational 
critique. 
 
 
IDH 2935: (H) Hidden Kitchens 
Professor Kaplan 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 3:00-4:15 
CRN: 11691 
What it counts for: ENC 1101 or “Choose 1” Gen Ed English 
 
There are many ethnic food cultures, groups of people with a shared worldview about food that 
connects them to their country of origin or heritage.  There are also many food cultures that have 
grown up in response to what some see as problems in our food culture (health food culture, 
vegetarianism, paleo diets, etc).  Then there are food cultures that have grown up around people in 
particular situations:  for example, regional food cultures or student food cultures (the cult of 
Ramen?).  We will look at these cultures and their relationship to our “normal” mainstream food 
culture. The main focus of the course will be to build critical thinking and writing skills, using 
interdisciplinary readings and activities to explore the subcultures.   We will read literary texts that 
describe these cultures and their attitudes and worldview, we will visit the subcultures where we 
can, and in some cases even act as participant-observers. The goal of the class is of course to 
improve your critical thinking and your writing skills but the subject that we will write about is 
American food culture as well as a wealth of rich, interesting, and broad “food subcultures.”  There 
will be several field trips that will be required for students on Fridays, so please make sure you 
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don’t have Friday classes and have a flexible work schedule on Fridays so you can attend.  Exact 
dates will be announced before the class begins.  This will include a trip to Jacksonville’s city 
cannery where we will make jam, and another will be the Zombie Apocalypse Tour of Edible UNF:  
What you will eat when civilization collapses!   
 
 
STA 2014: (H) Statistical Reasoning: Strengths and Weaknesses (counts for STA2014) 
Professor Mohr 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 9:25-10:40 
CRN: 12845 
What it counts for: Quant/Scientific Reasoning 
 
Why do surveys and polls give such different answers? Why are experiments in psychology so hard 
to replicate? Why does this year’s claim for a good influence on health seem to be discarded wisdom 
a decade later? What does the concept of ‘chance’ have to do with ‘evidence’? This course will 
introduce powerful and commonly-used techniques in descriptive and inferential statistics, while at 
the same time examining their limitations and misuse. We will examine topics in both the popular 
and academic literature for health, biology, and the social sciences with a critical eye, looking for 
both appropriate and inappropriate conclusions that use statistical reasoning. Our goal is to 
become knowledgeable users of standard statistical methods, but also critical readers able to judge 
the strength of statistical conclusions. 
 
 
PHY 2930: (H) Exploring the Cosmos 
Professor Pezdirtz 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 3:05-4:20 
CRN: 12573 
What it counts for: Non lab sci/Quant Scientific Reasoning 
 
“The cosmos is not only stranger than you imagine, it is stranger than you can imagine!” Sir Arthur 
Eddington circa 1914. It has taken mankind over 10,000 years to come to this simple but profound 
truth. Over that span our view of the universe has changed countless times and will continue to 
change as we learn more about the workings of the universe. As of today we have two theories: 
Relativity and Quantum Mechanics that explain the vast majority of our universe. Unfortunately 
these theories do not explain everything we observe nor are the theories compatible with each 
other. At best they are incomplete, at worst, they are wrong. Nonetheless, they are the best theories 
we have today that describes our universe. 
 
We will learn about these theories and study all the wonders they describe. Without them we could 
never understand our current view of the observable universe. We will study about light, atoms and 
their subatomic makeup, the birth and death of the universe, the birth and death of stars, 
astrogeology and astrobiology, travel amongst the stars and much more. 
There are no lectures in this class, pre-requisites or mathematics, only concepts. The instructor will 
assign a topic to be researched by the student and then the students will come to class prepared to 
have an in-depth discussion with the class as well as the instructor. This inquiry-based learning 
encourages group research and discussions. The student will be required to give several short 
formal presentations to the class and class participation will be a significant part of the final grade. 
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FOT 3931: (H) Women and Violence in Latin American Literature and Film 
Professor Lopez 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 3:05-4:20 
CRN: 13049 
What it counts for: Critical Thinking 
 
This course examines, from a gendered human rights perspective, the phenomenon of violence in 
Latin America and how it has affected women in particular. Students explore different types of 
violence, including political, social, domestic, as well as that which is related to migration. They 
consider how society, religion, and the state play a role in fomenting or perpetuating this violence. 
In examining these issues, we take a historical, literary and cinematic journey through various Latin 
American countries including Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, México, Perú, and The Dominican 
Republic. 
 
 
PHI 2010: (H) Intro to Philosophy 
Professor Buchwalter 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 10:50-12:05 
CRN: 12693 
What it counts for: PHI/CT Humanities/GR Writing 
 
This course provides an introduction to philosophy by examining moral and ethical questions 
raised by the phenomenon of globalization.  Questions include: What are universal human rights, 
why are they needed, and how (if at all) are they compatible with the diversity of cultural practices 
and traditions worldwide?  What is economic globalization, what are its benefits, and how should 
global free trade be squared with global fair trade?  How are we to deal with the forms of social and 
cultural disruption that often accompany economic globalization? What obligations, if any, do 
members of affluent countries have to address world-wide hunger and poverty? What duties do we 
have to the global environment? How should we address global climate change? What are the forms 
of governance appropriate to a globalized world? Is humanitarian military intervention in the 
internal affairs of another country justifiable?  How open should the borders of nations be to 
immigration and the increasing flow of individuals caused by famine and persecution?  Should we 
understand ourselves first and foremost as citizens of the world or as members of bounded 
communities?  In addressing these questions, we examine assumptions we hold individually and as 
members both of particular societies and the global community. 
 
 
PHI 2010: (H) Intro to Philosophy 
Professor Creller 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 12:00-1:15 
CRN: 12694 
What it counts for: PHI/CT Humanities/GR Writing 
 
This course is an introduction to the rudiments of philosophical thinking, specifically the process of 
engaging in responsible directed inquiry. The course will introduce students to a range of 
philosophical problems and methods by asking questions such as “Does anything actually exist?”, 
“Can we know what is like to be an animal, or even another human?”, and “What is the point of 
taking a Philosophy class in college?” Along the way we’ll talk about cookies, the dangers of 
hallucinogens, and non-“Western” philosophical perspectives. 
 



5 
 

 
MAC 2311: (H) Calculus I 
Professor Cornell 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 10:00-11:40 
CRN: 12848 
What it counts for: Quant/Scientific Reasoning 
 
Prerequisite: MAC 1147. This course examines the notions of limit, continuity and derivatives of 
functions of one variable. The course explores differentiation rules for algebraic, trigonometric, 
exponential and logarithmic functions. The course discusses applications of differential calculus, 
such as related rates problems, curve sketching, and optimization. The course also introduces 
students to definite and indefinite integrals and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. 
 
This course provides an opportunity for Honors students in majors that have very tight credit hour 
restrictions to be able to have a class that satisfies a requirement for their major as well as 
obtaining Honors credit. Plus the size of the class will be smaller than the normal Calculus II course 
allowing for a greater opportunity for asking questions and getting individual attention. 
 
 
ECO 2013: (H) Principles of Macroeconomics 
Professor Gallo 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 4:30-5:45 
CRN: 13057 
What it counts for: Social Science Gen Ed - state required menu 
 
This course presents the main economic theories and tools that explain the workings of the 
economy. We will cover Keynesian, classical, Austrian and other theories of macroeconomics and 
we will explore the different policies that each theory proposes. Among the different policy 
proposals we will analyze monetary policy, fiscal policies, debt and deficits, international trade, 
labor regulations, anti-cyclical policies and other macroeconomic issues. The tools of this course 
will allow students to explore the main policy debates of our time and to be able to understand and 
analyze the many proposals we see in the media, political parties’ platforms and many other outlets. 
This is an ideal course for students looking to obtain a better understanding of economic ideas and 
policies proposals that shape our society. 
 
 
POS 3931: (H) The 2016 Vote and US National Security   
Professor Tryon 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:15-1:30 
CRN: 12674 
What it counts for: Critical Thinking & Political Science upper division course 
 
The voting process is a mystery to many Americans.  Even those who vote in any given national 
election don’t always fully understand the process. Less than 60% 0f eligible voters actually vote 
and that number is even lower among young people. Teaching the importance of voting in the 
context of national security promotes both a better understanding of our democratic process and of 
the inextricable issues of national security. Given the dynamics of globalization, Americans can no 
longer focus exclusively on domestic affairs at the expense of national security. In addition to 
electing the next Commander-in-Chief, we will be voting on 1/3 of the Senate and all of the House of 
Representatives.  National security issues, as defined by defense, foreign, domestic, and economic 
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policies, will (or should) play a crucial role in the vote.  Understanding how various members of 
Congress participate in national security in terms of Senate/House Armed Services Committees, 
Appropriations Committees, Intelligence Committees, etc., is not understood by many Americans. 
Currently, in the 114th Congress there are 80 veterans (18%) in the House and 13 (13%) in the 
Senate. Party politics shape and influence the national security dialogue. Party primaries 
notwithstanding, we directly elect our Congressmen but our votes to elect a 
President/Commander-in-Chief are mediated via the Electoral College. The Republican and 
Democratic national conventions will be held during the summer of 2016 and the national elections 
during the following November. The role of our elected officials and their qualifications/experience 
to participate in national security decision-making is worthy of teaching in an election year. The 
timing to teach such a class is compelling. 
 
 
CCJ 3932: (H) Immigration and Crime 
Professor Miller 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 4:30-5:45 
CRN: 13047 
What it counts for: Critical Thinking 
 
Does immigration lead to higher crime rates? Are immigrants more likely to commit crime than 
American citizens? Are we facing an invasion at the border? Should we worry about immigrants as 
terrorists? If you are interested to the answers to these questions, you will enjoy and benefit from 
this class! 
 
Immigration and crime have long been considered inextricably linked in the minds of policymakers 
and the general public.  Public opinion often associates immigration with a wide range of social 
problems, although data suggest this is not necessarily the case.  This course will examine the 
relationship between immigration and crime and explore how myths and realities about this link 
have impacted historical and current immigration legislation and policies.  Specific topics covered 
in this course include, but are not limited to, the history of immigration in the U.S., theoretical 
perspectives on immigration and assimilation, drug trafficking and immigration, and immigration 
in the context of the War on Terror. 
 
 
 
Honors Electives and Major Courses  
 
ACG 2021: (H) Financial Accounting 
Professor Price 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 4:30-5:45 
CRN: 12224 
 
The focus of the course is on exploring the content and role of financial statements in managing 
business enterprises. Learning the rules of keeping score in business and establishing a foundation 
for future accounting and financial studies is emphasized. This course explores how the past guides 
investor outlooks of the future. Through projects, lectures and group problem solutions, students 
learn to apply and creatively expound as to how current actions may impact future results. 
Learning is practical and fun, for example, students hypothetically buy a new car and trade in an old 
car. This exercise illustrates how an accounting and financing decision is based on the interplay of 
several variables. What is the difference between an all cash or bank financed deal? Through 
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learning the answer, the student gains an understanding of the concepts underlying corporate 
bonds and corporate finance. This course is structured for the motivated self-directed student that 
learns through critical thinking and engagement in the classroom without requiring a substantial 
investment of time away from the classroom. 
 
 
FIN 3403: (H) Enhanced Financial Management 
Professor Schnusenberg 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 4:30-5:45 
CRN: 12986 
Prequisites: ACG2071, STA2023, ECO2023 
 
This course focuses on the corporate aspect of finance.  Sources of funds available to management, 
such as bonds, common stocks, and preferred stocks, are examined in detail. In addition, the course 
focuses on financial markets, including both over-the-counter markets and organized exchanges, 
recent development in financial markets, such as dark pools, and the different institutions 
operating in markets, such as hedge funds and mutual funds. Emphasis is also placed on the risk-
return tradeoff and on the acquisition of fixed assets (capital budgeting).  
 
 
 
BSC 1011C: (H) Gen Bio II 
Professor Gilg 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 3:05-4:20; Lab: Thursday, 9:00-11:50 
CRN: 12580 
 
The focus of this course is to gain a better understanding of the foundation of all biology, evolution.  
It begins by examining the evidence for evolution by common descent and discussion of the 
mechanisms of biological change.  We will then cover different tools to determine the evolutionary 
history of life on this planet and the interrelatedness of all organisms.  These tools will then be used 
to explore the diversity, phylogenetic classification, anatomy, and physiology of organisms such as 
bacteria and archaea, protists, fungi and plants.  Students in this class will gain experience in 
making testable predictions for various scientific hypotheses, analysis of data, construction and 
interpretation of phylogenetic trees and a number of other skills that will be essential for success in 
the field of biology. 
 
 
PCB 3043C: (H) Ecology 
Professor Rossi 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 4:30-5:45, Lab: Wednesday, 1:00-4:50 
CRN: 12606 
 
In this class we will investigate both the biotic and abiotic factors that affect the abundance and 
distribution of species.  We will also mathematically assess population growth using both 
deterministic and stochastic models.  Additionally, we will investigate the major multi-species 
interactions and the factors that affect community composition and species diversity. After this 
course students should understand the primary factors that affect the abundance and distribution 
of organisms in natural ecosystems.  Additionally, students should be capable performing 
demographic analyses of populations, modeling both geometric and logistic population growth as 
well as the primary interspecific interactions between organisms. 
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PHY1041 – Physics for Engineers 
Professor Pekarek 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 9:25-10:40 
CRN: 12574 
 
This honors course follows the schedule for the main Calculus Physics 1 lecture. The course 
introduces some of the governing principles used to model, understand and solve problems in the 
main areas of physics. These are kinematics (motion), conservation laws (energy and momentum), 
rotational motion, and waves. Additional activities specific to the honors program include hands-on 
demonstrations illustrating many of the key physics principles. Students will have opportunities to 
interact in groups to further explore the fundamental principles introduced in class. Students must 
register for the lab separately (PHY2048L Calculus-based Physics I Lab). 
 
CHM 2211 – Organic Chemistry II  
Professor Causey  
TBD  
 
PHY 2048 – Calculus-Based Physics I  
Professor Pekarek 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 9:25-10:40 & Friday, 10-10:50 
Course Description:  
 
This honors course follows the schedule for the main Calculus Physics 1 lecture. The course 
introduces some of the governing principles used to model, understand and solve problems in the 
main areas of physics. These are kinematics (motion), conservation laws (energy and momentum), 
gravitation, rotational motion, waves, and thermodynamics. Additional activities specific to the 
honors program include hands-on demonstrations illustrating many of the key physics principles. 
Students will have opportunities to interact in groups to further explore the fundamental principles 
introduced in class. Students must register for the lab separately (PHY2048L Calculus-based 
Physics I Lab). 
 
 
LDR 3003: (H) Intro to Leadership 
Professor Tryon 
Time: Monday/Wednesday, 10:30-11:45 
CRN: 13027 
 
This course introduces students to the major theories of leadership and their application in 
personal and professional settings.  Students engage in self-reflective and applied learning activities 
that allow them to draw upon their personal qualities and individual experience in order to make 
connections between class work and their respective leadership roles in their communities and 
future endeavors.    
http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=0dd80025-c45c-4f72-8b18-
33ae8f11900c 
 
 

http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=0dd80025-c45c-4f72-8b18-33ae8f11900c
http://armedservices.house.gov/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=0dd80025-c45c-4f72-8b18-33ae8f11900c
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EGN1001C – Intro to Engineering 
Professor Stagon 
Time: Monday & Wednesday, 8:00 – 9:50 am 
CRN: 11706 
 
An introduction to the broad field of engineering from the process of invention and design to the 
societal impact of the engineering profession. Students will explore the fields of modern engineering 
through practical examples and hands on activities. Design activities will incorporate aspects from 
Civil, Electrical, and Mechanical Engineering.  
 
 
IDH3991 – Intro to Engineering Companion Course 
Professor Stagon 
Time: Tuesday, 8-8:50 am (Although you must register for this course in order to earn Honors credit, 
you will likely not need to meet during this class time.) 
CRN: 12225 
 
This companion course to EGN 1001: Intro to Engineering I will allow honors students to explore the 
team aspect and overall lessons from the Rube Goldberg Machine created by the entire intro 
class.  Honors students will create a documentary of the entire process of the design and 
implementation of the Rube Goldberg machine, while scripting, directing and producing a video 
documentary that presents the learning out comes of hands on engineering design.  The documentary 
will be used to recruit students into STEM fields, and specifically the engineering disciplines. 

** In order to receive Honors credit, you must register for both EGN1001C and IDH3991 with 
Professor Stagon. ** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PSY 4935: (H) Working Memory: The Connected Intelligence 
Professor Alloway 
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 1:40-2:55 
CRN: 13048 
 
We are on the cusp of a new revolution in intelligence that affects every aspect of our lives from 
work and relationships, to our childhood, education, and old age. Working Memory, the ability to 
remember and mentally process information, is so important that without it we could not 
function as a society or as individuals. People with superior working memory tend to have better 
jobs, better relationships, and more happy and fulfilling lives. People with poor working memory 
struggle in their work, their personal lives, and are more likely to experience trouble with the law 
This course reviews cutting-edge scientific research and examines how working memory influences 
our lives, as well as the evidence for working memory strategies and training. 
 
 


